


Gisborne Secondary 
College acknowledges 
the Wurundjeri people as 
the traditional owners of 
the country upon which 
we learn and work. We 
recognise their continuing 
connection to land, water 
and community and pay 
respect to Elders past, 
present and emerging.



Agenda:

- Senior School overview
- Constructing a course, course requirements mandatory selections, 
electives
- English and Maths subjects and recommendations
- Acceleration
- VET 
- Pathways support
- The process from here

Course Information Evening



Assistant Principal – Lauren Anglin
Sub-School Leaders – Kate Smith and Chris Hewitt
Year Level Leaders – Madeline Duyker (10), Anna Hall and Paul James 
(11) and Greg Savvinos (12)
Careers Team – John Tikulin and Kathy Gossip
Admin Team – Megan Penn and Heather Livermore
Wellbeing – Belinda O’Meara
Applied Learning (Vocational Major) – Miranda Brown

Year 10 – Final Year of Victorian Curriculum, prepartation for Senior 
Secondary certificate
Year 11 and 12 – Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)

The Senior School



Senior School Certificates
Victorian 

Certificate of 
Education

Victorian Certificate 
of Education

Vocational Major

VET in School
SBAT

Training
Workplace Experience

Employment/Apprenticeship/Traineeship

TAFE Certificate, Diploma, Advanced Diploma

University



- VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education) is a 2 – Year Certificate.
- From 2023 onwards there has been a vocational stream within the VCE, This 
replaced the old VCAL certificate. 
- Students  in the VCE will sit examinations and receive an ATAR. 
- Students in the VM will sit the GAT and will NOT receive an ATAR
- All VCE and VCE VM students will receive a VCE certificate

Year 11 and 12 Overview



VCE and VCE-VM Structure (2024)
Year 11 Year 12 Total Units

VCE Unit 1: 6 Subjects
(semester 1)

Unit 2: 6 Subjects
(Semester 2

Total: 12 Units

Unit 1: 5 Subjects
(semester 1)

Unit 2: 5 Subjects
(Semester 2

Total: 10 Units

Total: 22 Units

VCE - VM Unit 1: 4 Subjects
(semester 1)

Unit 2: 4 Subjects
(Semester 2)

Whole Year: VET (equivalent 2 
units)

Total: 10 Units

Unit 1: 4 Subjects
(semester 1)

Unit 2: 4 Subjects
(Semester 2)

Whole Year: VET (equivalent 2 units)

Total: 10 Units

Total: 20 Units



Mandatory 
English (either English, English Language or Literature)

Highly Recommended and strongly encouraged
A math

Year 11/12 VCE Program – General Guide



Mandatory
- 3 Units of Literacy or English
- 2 Units of Math
- 2 Units of PD
- 2 Units of WRS
- 180 nominal hours of VET
- Workplace/industry experience

Year 11/12 VCE Vocational Major Program – General Guide



Mandatory – Whole Year
English or English B*
Math Methods, General Maths or Foundation Math*

Mandatory – Semester Long
Core Science
Core Humanities

Additional Rules:
1.  Students must do at least 1 of – Drama, PE, Outdoor Ed, Health or Dance
2.  Students must do at least one subject from Technology or Arts

*English B and Foundation Math are only able to be chosen by students who have 
been recommended by their teacher

Year 10 Program – General Guide



A common year 10 Program:

Light blue subjects are compulsory
Green subjects are compulsory domain choices
White subjects are free electives

Year 10 Course (2024)



A year 10 Program with LOTE:

Yellow is a subject choice allowing a change to compulsory subjects
Light blue subjects are compulsory
Green subjects are compulsory domain choices
White subjects are free electives

Typical Year 10 Course – With LOTE (2024)



Lasharne W

Year 10 Program – An example

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

English
General Math
Society and the Law
Visual Communication & Design
Behavioural Science
Core Humanities
Core Science
Health
Media
Digital Art

English
Biology
General Math
Sociology
Psychology
Health & Human 
Development

English
Biology
General Math
Sociology
Psychology

What would you advise a year 9 student?
What have you liked about your program at GSC?
How is this supporting your post school goals?



Accelerated VCE Study
- Many of our high achieving and dedicated students complete a year 11 subject 
while in year 10.
- Students interested in this option should do so in a subject or a subject related to 
one at which they currently excel.
- Students should also enjoy the subject.
- This gives students exposure to the rigours of VCE early, gives them an extra 
subject to contribute towards ATAR and exposure to more subjects. 
- Subjects selected are often related to  pathways or allow for students to fit in an 
extra subject at VCE. 
- To complete an accelerated subject you must apply and submit all the required 
material for that subject. Application forms with required material are on the 
website. 
- NOTE: Acceleration will not reduce a student’s year 12 study load. It is designed 
to boost the number of subjects not reduce a load.
- A word from Rue

Subject Selection from Year 9 into Year 10 (2024)



A year 10 Program with Acceleration in VCE:

Yellow is a subject choice allowing a change to compulsory subjects
Light blue subjects are compulsory
Green subjects are compulsory domain choices
White subjects are free electives

Typical Year 10 Course – With Acceleration in VCE (2024)



Accelerated VCE Study
For example a Math acceleration may look like this:

Or a Humanities one like this: 

Or a Science one like this:

Subject Selection from Year 9 into Year 10 (2024)



Rue K

Year 10 Program – An example with acceleration

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

English
Math Methods
Psychology  (yr11)
Business Management (Yr11)
Indonesian
Core Humanities
Core Science
Physical Sciences
Food Tech

English
Math Methods
Psychology (yr12)
Business Management 
(yr12)
Indonesian
Physics

English
Math Methods
Indonesian
CHES – Psychology @ 
The University of 
Melbourne

What would you advise a year 9 student?
What have you liked about your program at GSC?
How is this supporting your post school goals?



Accelerated VM Study

- Many of our year 10s are ready to start engaging in an applied learning stream 
from year 10.
- In 2024 we will offer acceleration into the VM for the first time. Students will 
be able to apply to accelerate into either PD or WRS or VET
- Part of the motivation here is to make space for students enrolled in the VM to 
access other VCE subjects as is required from 2025 onwards.

There is more on the VM later but a student who accelerates in this space may 
be:
- Considering a VM pathway and be unsure
- Wanting to do VM but really interested in doing another VCE subject
- Looking to engage in an SBAT and therefore wanting to complete some 
subjects earlier in their program
- A word from Cameron

Subject Selection from Year 9 into Year 10 (2024)



A year 10 Program with Acceleration in VM:

Yellow is a subject choice allowing a change to compulsory subjects
Light blue subjects are compulsory
Green subjects are compulsory domain choices
White subjects are free electives

Typical Year 10 Course – With Acceleration in VM (2024)



Accelerated VCE Study

For example a PD acceleration may look like this:

Subject Selection from Year 9 into 10 (2024)



Cameron P

VCE VM Program – An Example

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

English
Foundation Math
VET Building & Construction 
Business & Money
Modern History
Media Studies
Outdoor Education
Core Humanities
Core Science

VM Literacy
VCE Foundation Math
VM Work Skills
VM Personal 
Development

SBAT – Carpentry

VM Literacy
VCE Foundation Math
VM Work Skills
VM Personal 
Development

SBAT – Carpentry

What would you advise a year 9 student?
What have you liked about your program at GSC?
How is this supporting your post school goals?



VET or  Vocation Education and Training

- These are courses where student study to complete a certificate additional to 
their year 10 studies. 
- Usually for students who have a post secondary vocational pathway mapped 
out. E.g. Those who plan to go straight to work a traineeship or apprenticeship 
post year 12. 
- Run by external providers whether onsite at GSC or at external TAFEs or other 
schools. 
- Courses run at GSC can either be taught one day a week/fortnight

*For more information contact our Careers Team. 

Subject Selection from Year 9 into 10 (2024)



A year 10 Program with Acceleration in VET:

Yellow is a subject choice 
Light blue subjects are compulsory
Green subjects are compulsory domain choices
White subjects are free electives

VET happens once a week or once a fortnight for a whole day. This means students out on VET will 
miss five periods of class each week or fortnight in their other subjects.

This is why we consider it an acceleration. 

Typical Year 10 Course – With Acceleration in VET (2024)



Resources 
https://www.gisbornesecondarycollegecareers.com/



Senior school info



FOR STUDENTS



Career Resources - BULLSEYE 



Year 9 Morrisby

● Aptitudes
● Specialist interests
● Work styles
● Workplace
● Personality
● Learning styles
● The journey ahead
● Career suggestions



VCE/VET Resources 



On-Line RESOURCES



Subject handbookS



Team – resource 



TEAM – vic. uni RESOURCE

https://www.vu.edu.au/sites/default/files/year-10-guide.pdf



TEAM – vic uni RESOURCE



TEAM – vic uni RESOURCE



Year 10 2024 - Course/Subject Selection
Term 3

Presentations in 
Assemblies

Course Advising

Tuesday 18 July 
6pm – Course 
Information 

Presentation in the 
Theatre

7pm – Subject Expo
In A1, A2 and A3 

Subject/Course 
Preferences Logged 

to Edval
Applications 

assessed (CALs, Sub 
Schools & Careers)Applications for:

VET
VCE-VM

Acceleration

Course Selection 
Information Night 
and Subject Expo

Week 1 of Term 3
There will be brief 
presentations in 

assemblies 
regarding 

applications and 
processes for 2024 

course selection

Wednesday 26 July
11am – 6pm

Bookings for 15 minute 
appointments will be 

available via XUNO on 14/7
No classes for year 9 this 

day. 
Students and parents will be 

handed EDVAL codes at 
their interview. 

Friday 4 August
Applications for 

VET/VM/Acceleration 
close at recess. Forms to 

Senior School Office. 
Sunday 13 August

All subject selections 
must be submitted to 

EDVAL online

Applications received on 4 
August will be assessed. 

Acceleration applications 
will be finalised on 18 

August. 
VET and VM applications 

will be processed 
throughout term 3 and 

advice of interview dates 
provided.


