
 

   

 

Gisborne Secondary College acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional owners of the country upon 

which we learn and work. We recognise their continuing connection to land, water and community and pay  

respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 

FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL—Sarah Rose      

 

 

 

Newsletter 

26 AUGUST 2021 

Remote Learning 

Once again, I hope you have all settled well back into the Remote Learning routine. As I have said before, every 

lockdown gets both that little bit easier and that little bit harder in different ways.  

To parents, I would like to recognise the work you are doing to support your children, there are so many balls to 

juggle when combining work and school from home. As a parent of 3 primary school aged children, I certainly 

share in this struggle. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you need support yourself – and refer back to the 

wellbeing supports I sent through via email at the beginning of this week if you feel that you (or anyone else in 

your family) need professional support. 

 

To our students, you are all absolutely amazing. I know many of you are tired, sick of remote learning, and  

missing your friends. But yet you keep showing up on Teams, and doing your absolute best to push through 

these tricky times and continue with your education. You all deserve a huge pat on the back! 

 

Senior Student Vaccinations 

Many of you will have seen Deputy Premier Merlino’s announcement that Year 12 students will be prioritised to 

receive the Pfizer vaccine prior to exams, now that eligibility has been expanded to 16-39 year olds. At this 

stage, we have received no further advice regarding this announcement beyond what is currently in the media. 

If there is further advice provided to school about how we might support our students in this process, we will 

let you know as a matter of priority. In the meantime, I would encourage any of our students (in consultation 

with parents and your medical provider) aged 16 and over to use the online COVID-19 Vaccine booking system, 

to book in for your vaccination.   
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PAYMENT DUE:  CHAMELEON (2021 YEAR BOOK) 

Payment of $25.00 for the 2021 Chameleon Year Book is now due. Payment can be made via QKR.   

We do not want students to miss out! 
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Appreciative students Russell W (AP) thanking Adam 

ACTING PRINCIPAL NEWS CONTINUED 

  

Social Media Use 

There are so many positives about social media – the ability to connect, share and engage to name a few and we 

all know how relevant and important these are in our current environment.  However, despite the education on 

social media we provide to our children and students, we all know there are also pitfalls in the use of these 

platforms. 

In recent weeks, we have become aware of several posts on local community Facebook pages, that have resulted 

in commentary that has been damaging not only to the broader College community, but also to individuals within 

our community.   

Whatever our relationship to the school, we all have a responsibility as part of that community to uphold our 

school values, in this instance particularly, respect. This is a team effort, and we must work together to lift up our 

school community.  Just like any large organisation we are not perfect, but I assure you that we take feedback 

from our school community seriously and will always endeavour to continuously improve our practice.  

There are many avenues for contacting the school if you have feedback, questions or concerns.  I simply ask that 

before you post something about the school to social media, that you consider whether it is appropriate and/or 

necessary and what the impact will be on the many individuals (students, staff and families) who form part of our 

wonderful community. 

 

2021 PARENT/CAREGIVER/GUARDIAN OPINION SURVEY  

WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school.  

 

The Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and 

Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents/caregivers/guardians (previously 

known as the Parent Opinion Survey). It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’     

perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible 

learning. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement 

strategies. 

 

Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the      

survey are anonymous. This year, the Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey will be conducted from           

Friday 13th August  to Friday 3rd September. 

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient 

time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will 

be available in a range of languages other than English, if required. 

 

Please contact the school if you would like more information. 
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SCIENCE 
 
 

 

 

Monday: 

1.You’re on a space walk on the International Space Station working on some mechanical parts using a Pistol Grip Tool.  
You realise your tether is broken and you start to move away from the station. Without using your space suit, how do 
you get back to the space station? 

2. Why is the sky blue? 
3. What are the 4 states of matter? 
4. Why do some planets have rings and others don’t? 
5. How can some aquatic life survive up to 8000m under water without being crushed while most submarines can only 

dive to a maximum of 500m? 
Tuesday: 
1. How fast can the human body accelerate in a rocket or other vessel in terms of g-force for a sustained amount of time? 

2. What is the purpose of science? 

3. Why is Pluto deemed a dwarf planet? 

4. The speed of light is how many more times faster than the speed of sound? 

5. What are the tube like structures that carry water from roots to the body of a plant? 

SCIENCE QUIZ QUESTIONS  
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SCIENCE 
 
 

 

SCIENCE QUIZ QUESTIONS  
Wednesday: 

1. How many times do we blink in a day and how long does it take to blink? 
2. Why do Komodo dragons rarely get sick? 
3. What would happen if the moon disappeared? 

4. What is the largest living organism on Earth?  

5. Scientists are working on techniques for de-extinction to bring back what ancient beast that roamed the arctic?  

Thursday: 

1. What telescope captured the image of the famous butterfly nebula? 
2. What does DNA stand for? 
3. What is the term used to describe what happens to something when it is being stretched by a black hole? 
4. Given that a cube is made up of 6 sides, each 2-dimensional, how many 3D cubes make up the sides of a 4D cube, also 

known as a tesseract? 
5. What animal has the strongest recorded bite? 
 

Monday answers: 

1. Throw your PGT fast in the other direction. According to Newton’s law that each action force has an equal and opposite 
reaction force you will start to move away from the PGT and towards the space station.  

2. The Earth’s atmosphere reflects/refracts blue light the most out of all wavelengths of light. 
3. Gas, Liquid, Solid, Plasma 
4. Moons are formed through the collection of comets, asteroids, and other particles in orbit around a planet. The Earth’s 

moon was formed this way. Rings are unformed moons and are made up of comets, asteroids and other random de-
bris. 

5. Aquatic life such as fish at this depth do not have air pockets to compress and are mainly solid and liquid which are not 
compressible. On the other hand, Submarines are filled with gas which can make it compressible. 

Tuesday answers: 

1. Sustained acceleration of 4-6G can cause life threatening injury. Fighter pilots can get up to 9G but only for a second or 
two. So, the answer is 6G. 

2. To explore the unknown and to make sense of the unknown. 
3. Interestingly, it is not because of its size, rather it does not have a strong enough gravitational field to compare to    

objects around it 
4. The speed of sound is about 343 m/s whereas the speed of light is about 300,000,000 m/s which is 874,635 

times faster than sound. 
5. Xylem. They are clearly seen around the edge of cut celery. They look like little dots around the edge but are tunnels 

that act like veins. 

Wednesday answers: 

1. Roughly 19,000 times a day and it takes about 0.1 to 0.15 seconds  
2. Their blood is filled with antimicrobial proteins and antimicrobial peptides. 

3. A few answers are possible: 

• High tides would reduce considerably 
• The tilt of the Earth would change, either causing no seasons or extreme seasons. 
• The moon essentially slows down the Earth’s orbit with its gravitational pull so without it, the Earth would rotate 

quicker, causing days and nights to be shorter. 
4.  The Armillaria solidipes fungus, known as the ‘honey fungus’, measuring 3.8km across. If you were to put it all into one 

pile, it would weigh about 7,500 tons (6,803,886 kilograms), which is around the same weight as 200 Gray Whales or 
7,500 cars. 

5.  Woolly mammoth. They plan to make an elephant-mammoth hybrid  

Thursday answers: 

1. The Hubble Space Telescope. 
2. Deoxyribonucleic acid 
3. Spaghettification 
4. 8 
5. The saltwater crocodile or more specifically the Crocodylus Porosus 
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Y12 Student Electric Vehicle Project 

The end of term 3 is the time of the year, when we have Y12s completing their practical projects.  
 
Here is one, which has been stored in almost all Technology rooms throughout the year depending what (metal, 
welding, automotive, electrical) work the student was doing & how much storage space it needed during the 
production process. 
Lachlan F, a Y12 VCE Systems Engineering student, has just completed his 1.8kW (2.4hp) ‘ELECTRIC DRIFT TRIKE’ 
practical part of the project:  
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18JmNKUF5TkJGdxVdtXAPgpS4WUc30DMr?usp=sharing 

He used his own steel material and converted his bike to an electric drift trike by adding the rear axle and 2 rear 
wheels.  He used a 1.8kW (2.4hp) motor and 48V switching power supply.  It costed him about $800 in total.  The 
final product can reach 40kph estimated speeds on safe surfaces, with about 1.5h battery usage before another 
battery-charge is needed.  
 
Lachlan’s idea was to build an electric vehicle project, suitable for his home outdoor use. In his words, he spends 
too much time on the screen (computer, TV, social media, etc.), so he was looking for something to keep him 
engaged outdoors.            
 
Lachlan’s Design Brief  
Statement                              
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                 
Lachlan was inspired by the best & most popular in the field, such as:     

Make a Motorised Drift Trike with Basic Tools - 

YouTube 

Ferrari SF90 v new Rimac Nevera: DRAG RACE 

*WORLD RECORD!!!* - YouTube 

“As my Year 12 Systems Engineering project I want to build and test a rideable integrated system. It 
is going to be an integrated system by having multiple mechanical and electrical systems” 

Well done Lachie, it 

looks fantastic! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F18JmNKUF5TkJGdxVdtXAPgpS4WUc30DMr%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=04%7C01%7CVicki.Turner%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3e393dcc33e745dd942c08d9676c6174%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb6
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DtMn8NqbCkDA&data=04%7C01%7CVicki.Turner%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3e393dcc33e745dd942c08d9676c6174%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637654538503776754%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DtMn8NqbCkDA&data=04%7C01%7CVicki.Turner%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3e393dcc33e745dd942c08d9676c6174%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637654538503776754%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DA4orCB71BgY&data=04%7C01%7CVicki.Turner%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3e393dcc33e745dd942c08d9676c6174%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637654538503786743%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DA4orCB71BgY&data=04%7C01%7CVicki.Turner%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3e393dcc33e745dd942c08d9676c6174%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637654538503786743%7
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SKI CAMP 

What an absolutely amazing week! 

How lucky were the 40 students (years 10-12) and 6 staff/supervisors that got to enjoy the week long            

ski-camp at Mt Hotham, 16-20 August, just prior to regional lockdown!   

There was plenty of hurdles to jump to actually get the ski camp to go ahead and unfortunately some of our teachers were 

casualties of the Covid lockdowns and unable to attend.  We would like to acknowledge the work in particular of Mr        

Woodlock, who put a lot of organising into this camp, (and I as one of the lucky staff that got to go at the last minute),        

appreciated all of his hard work.  When we hit the slopes, I learned just how much Mr Woodlock was missed, this was    

expressed by all the seasoned staff that attend this camp annually.  Mr Woodlock is a very experienced snow boarder and is 

very passionate and enthusiastic at helping the students to learn how to snowboard and improve their techniques     

throughout the week. - Next year Mr Woodlock!  Barb Davis was also greatly missed by all, Barb looks after first aid on ski 

camp and ensures students are all set for the ski fields.  Barb along with Mr McCrae has been attending ski camp for over 16 

years! 

Despite these absences, students were still in very capable hands in particular with Mr McCrae and Ms Sparrow who both 

are very experienced ski/snowboarders on this camp, so camp was still able to go ahead, and ran very smoothly.  

The weather was perfect skiing/snowboarding weather, a bit icy on the slopes in the mornings, followed by beautiful 

sunny days.  (Well except for the last day when the snow started to fall at 1pm, and the wind picked up closing the lifts).   

We stayed at the Feathertop Chalet in Harrietville (off the mountain), and each day students were up ready for breakfast by 

7am.  We were then on the bus by 8.15am, and hitting the slopes by 9.15am.  The mornings were free time for students to 

learn and practice, and explore the mountain (always under the supervision of a staff member/supervisor), followed by 

lunch at 11.30am and a ski lesson at 1.30pm.  These lessons were invaluable and it was so rewarding seeing all of the     

students improve and gain confidence as the week went on.  After lessons students had free time again until 4.30pm when 

it was then back on the bus returning to the Chalet.  Dinner was each evening at 7.15pm, followed by a movie, trivia, lots of 

ping-pong!, or some evenings just relaxing with friends.  

The students were an amazing group and from all feedback that I have received, they thoroughly enjoyed their trip away.  I 

am sure like myself, they would all like to say a massive thank you to the staff: Mr McRae, Ms Sparrow, Mr Wigginton, Ms 

Gordon and Ashleigh (volunteer and amazing snowboarder!), for a memorable week away.  One that I am sure they will 

remember for a long time to come. - more photos on following pages 
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 SKI CAMP CONTINUED 
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SKI CAMP CONTINUED 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
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GSC CHAPLAINCY COMMITTEE NEWS 

 

Diary Dates: 

      

 

 

The Gisborne Secondary College Chaplaincy Committee supports Barb through fundraising activities.  

New members are always welcome, and Year 7 parents are encouraged to join. This is a great way to 

be involved in the school that your child attends and to meet other parents and members of the local       

community.   

If you would like to make a donation or contribute in any way to our program, please feel free to      

contact Barb. 

     Donations can be direct deposited to the account: 

              Gisborne Korus Connect Chaplaincy 

              BSB 633 000 

              Account- 179 831 797 

     Donations are tax deductable, please email: 

gscchaplaincy@gmail.com with the details,  

and a receipt  will be issued if requested. 

 

    Please see below for upcoming fundraising events: 

Saturday 9th October: Morning tea at the House of the 

Rock with Pastor Christie Buckingham, (Refer flyer)    

     Our guest speaker is Pastor Christie Buckingham. She 

ministered to Bali 9 prisoner, Myuran Sukumaran and 

walked with him to his execution with Andrew Chan in 

2015.  

     Tickets are available to purchase at Snapshot Photos, 

Shop 2/18 Brantome St, Gisborne 

      See flyer for further details & ticket information. 

Next Chaplaincy Committee meeting 

Tuesday 12th October @ 7.30pm 

Gisborne Uniting Church   

     Phone Ann-Maree on 0415773402 if you would like to attend.  

Saturday 9th October @ 10am 

mailto:gscchaplaincy@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS - L2P PROGRAM  

 
      

 

 

pg1 

pg 2 pg3 

The L2P Program has current vacancies.  If you know of a 

young person that could benefit, please contact Phillip 

Tennant - L2P Program Coordinator: 

Ph: 5440 8410  or  0438 774 277  
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WELLBEING - COMMUNITY EVENTS 

 

 

Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health and The Field Trip are pleased to present Kid x Plus to the Macedon 

Ranges Community, an online event where you can hear young people (9 – 23 years of age)  give short talks on 

the BIG topics, like education, the environment, community participation, gender equality, mental health and 

much, much more! The link to join us is contained below. 

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO SHARE AMONG YOUR NETWORKS 
If you have any queries about the Kid x Plus project please      
contact Matt Gleeson, Community Partnership and Engagement 
Officer, Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health on 9744 9516 
Join Zoom Meeting  

Meeting ID: 833 6639 7585 
Passcode: 826231 
One tap mobile 
+61370182005,,83366397585#,,,,*826231# Australia 
Dial by your location 
        +61 3 7018 2005 Australia 
Meeting ID: 833 6639 7585 
Passcode: 826231 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keEnwO6pKB 

 

Youth Pride Party alert!  Saturday 28 August, Minus18 

is transforming their Purple Pride Party into a         

completely digital extravaganza - a night of drag,   

music, DJs and loads of Pride, for ages 12 - 19.   

Tickets are completely free, and available now: 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/minus18s-purple-

pride-party-tickets-165696166695?aff=communitypals  

Minus18’s Purple Pride Party: 

• 7pm AEST, Saturday 28 August 

• For young people aged 12 to 19 

• Completely online, via Zoom 

• Free tickets available  

• Moderated by team Minus18, including youth 
workers 

Contact Rhani (Way-Out Health Promotion Officer) -  

5421 1614 or rhani.talbot@scchc.org.au for tickets. 

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fu%2FkeEnwO6pKB&data=04%7C01%7Cgisborne.sc%40education.vic.gov.au%7C01ab7c95253340c84f6d08d9669f6ab9%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637653658578144356%7CUnknown%7
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Gisborne Secondary College Privacy Policy 

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores 
student and parent personal information for 

standard school functions or where permitted 
by law, as stated in the  Schools’ Privacy Policy 

Please take time to remind yourself of the 
school’s  collection statement, found on our web-

site:  http://www.gisbornesc.vic.edu.au/
download/15/college-documents/7055/collection

-statement.pdf 

For more information about privacy, 
see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for 

parents.  This information also available in nine 
community languages. 

Disclaimer 

Gisborne Secondary College does not accept                

responsibility for the accuracy of claims made or        

information contained in the advertisements appearing 

in this publication, these advertisements are not         

necessarily endorsed by the College. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
http://www.gisbornesc.vic.edu.au/download/15/college-documents/7055/collection-statement.pdf
http://www.gisbornesc.vic.edu.au/download/15/college-documents/7055/collection-statement.pdf
http://www.gisbornesc.vic.edu.au/download/15/college-documents/7055/collection-statement.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx

