Gisborne Secondary College acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional owners of the country upon
which we learn and work. We recognise their continuing connection to land, water and community and pay
respect to Elders past, present and emerging.

Newsletter
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Anzac Day Dawn Service 2021
Out of concern for public safety, the Mount Macedon ANZAC Day Dawn Service Committee has decided to
prepare a pre-recorded video service in place of a live service at the Cross on ANZAC Day. This will be a shorter
ceremony but will incorporate the main elements of the usual service.
On Monday evening last week, Assistant Principal Sarah Rose supported School Captains Hayley and Hamish,
who braved the fog and drizzle up on Mt Macedon to take part in the filming. The ceremony will be broadcast
on the actual day, though I’m unsure of the details at this point.
COVIDSafe
The Ernst and Young organisation conducted an occupational health and safety audit of the school’s COVIDSafe
plan earlier this month, on behalf of DET. The audit was highly successful, with no adjustments required, which
was very pleasing.
As I write, the Victorian Government has further relaxed its COVIDSafe guidelines. Changes include allowing
more visitors in the home, changes to mask wearing in some settings and updates to density limits in some
settings. There are limited operational changes for schools.
Visitors continue to be welcomed at our school, however face masks must be carried by individuals 12 years and
over at all times and worn when physical distancing of 1.5 metres cannot be maintained.
Individuals aged 12 years and over must continue to wear a face mask when on public transport, school buses
and when in taxis or ride share vehicles – unless they have a lawful exemption.
Thank you for your understanding and support throughout this term as we continue to implement COVIDSafe
practices at our school.

Sports
Last Friday, we had a great Athletics Carnival on a fine day down in Melton. Year 12s were costumed up again,
and looked fantastic, and there was a real festive atmosphere to the day. I had the extremely arduous and
complex job of handing out ribbons to place getters – not a bad way to spend a Friday! Thanks to everyone for
their efforts on the day, especially our competitors, who really give it their best.
PIVOT Surveys
Students have been completing their PIVOT Student Perception Surveys for teachers over the last two weeks.
Teachers are asked to survey two of their classes and will get feedback about their practice in areas such as
curriculum delivery, classroom management and student engagement. At the beginning of Term 2, we will look
at our collective school ‘heat map’ (a summary of all our data), and individual results will be examined in
earning areas.
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PRINCIPALS MESSAGE
Australian Defence Force (ADF) 2020 Long Tan Youth Leadership Awards
At our recent Class of 2020 Awards Night, Major David Wonson of the Australian Defence Force presented two
Long Tan Youth awards - Leadership and Teamwork to Nicole Steward, and Future innovator to Joshua Picking. We
include Major Wonson’s speech on the last two pages in this newsletter.
Happy holidays!
And so we have reached the final week of Term 1! There are a lot of very tired students and staff here at the
moment, and the break couldn’t come soon enough. Let me wish everyone a safe and happy Easter holiday, and
term break; thanks for all your support over the term, especially through that mini-lockdown that saw us briefly
return to remote learning. Hopefully, we’ve seen the last of such.

ATHLETICS DAY
On Friday the 26th of March Gisborne Secondary held its first whole school event since Covid 19 disrupted our
way of living at the beginning of 2020. It was great to see so many students participating in track and field
events and supporting each other at the Melton athletics centre for what was our first school athletics
carnival in two years. The event seemed a world away from the position we all found ourselves in 12 months
ago.
As for the carnival itself fortunately the weather was perfect for running, throwing and jumping and there
were many stand out performances on the day! While participation is our main aim where intra-school events
are concerned there always had to be a winner and this year the house which came out on top was Bishop
(navy) on 1874 points. A big thankyou to all the staff who helped assist with preparing, setting up, running and
packing up after the event, it really is a large scale job. I’d also like to thank John Hayward in particular, as he
has been a huge help in mentoring me through the complex process of running the school swimming and
athletics carnivals.
SCHOOL
SPORTS
VICOTRIA

- Sam Hunt GSC Sports Co-ordinator

Congratulations to
Ashlie M, who has
been selected as an
emergency for the
Team VIC 15 & Under
Girls Volleyball.
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ATHLETICS DAY
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FINANCE

DATES AT A GLANCE
2021

QKR:
If you are unsure if you have made a payment or given permission for
an excursion on QKR! you can look this information up by following the
below instructions:

MARCH
30-31 Parent Teacher Interviews
31 Student Free Day (P/T Interviews)

APRIL
01

Last day Term 1 @2.20pm (Thurs)

02

Good Friday (Public Holiday)

19

Start of Term 2

22-23 Yr 11 Environmental Camp
24

CSEF Reminder:

Jekyll & Hyde Excursion

MAY

We are still accepting 2021 CSEF applications.
If your child is new to the school this year – irrespective of whether they
already have siblings here – a new CSEF application form must be completed
for each new student. If your child has already received CSEF as a student of
this school we will have applied for 2021 CSEF automatically for them. Please
contact the finance office for further information or confirmation.
For more information and eligibility criteria see the link below: https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx#link22

JUNIOR UNIT
It’s been a really excellent start to the year in year 7, our students seem
to be settling in well, finding their groups of friends, and participating
really well in a whole bunch of school activities. It’s been especially
heartening to see the amount of year 7s taking part in things like
swimming sports, production rehearsals, – come see Mamma Mia – and
last Friday’s athletics carnival – go Bennett! With a lot more extracurricular activities on the horizon through our school’s many groups
there are many opportunities for year 7 students to get involved in high
school and start making more friends and connections!

05

Yr 7 (2022) Information Evening

08

Year 12 Debutante Ball

10-12 & 12-14 Year 8 Camp (split grps)
11-14

15

Naplan Year 7 & 9 Students

Year 11 Debutante Ball

17-21 Year 10 Work Experience
17-21 Year 6 Activity Week
19-20

RAID City Camp—Yr 9’s

JUNE
03

Yr 10 Outdoor Ed Orienteering

09

GAT—for Unit 3/4 students

17

Yr 10 Outdoor Ed Activity

- CAMPION BOOKS -

24

School Reports Published

The Campion Retail store in Essendon will cease trading on Friday 16th April
2021. Until another premises is confirmed, Gisborne Secondary College is
aligned with the Campion Derrimut Store, 8/12 Makland Drive, Derrimut…

25

Last day Term 1 @ 2.20pm (Fri)

Alternatively, orders can still be placed online.

12

Alex Vincent, Year 7 Coordinator.

JULY
Start of Term 3
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YEAR 7—PE CLASSES
As part of their Health & PE studies, some of our Year7s were fortunate to have a visit from
Western United FC. They participated in a range of training drills and small sided-games and
were encouraged to take up opportunities to play sport in their local community.

ASPIRE PROGRAM
The Aspire Program is Open!
What’s Aspire?
The Aspire program is an exciting program open to all
students in Years 7-9 who are aspirational and looking
for a challenge.

Students are invited to complete a challenging
open-ended task within a five-week time frame. The
culmination of this challenge is a presentation to a
panel.
How to start?
Students can register their interest by either: going
to the GSC website or seeing either of the Aspire
Coordinators, Mrs Moore or Mrs. Anstey-Sprigg.
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CAREERS

I have had a busy start to the year, I am receiving referrals on a regular basis from
Years 9-12. Since the start of the Head Start Program in 2019 I have assisted 27
student sign ups across Gisborne Secondary College and Kyneton High School.
Out of these 27 students 14 are from Gisborne Secondary College. Some of these
students have now transitioned into full time apprenticeships.
I have been working with a number of students across Years 9-12 to assist them to
find suitable employers. This is a slow process at the moment, but I continue to
encouraged all students to approach employers themselves and some of them
have created opportunities by talking with family, neighbours, friends and other
parents.

If you are a parent and you think your business or place of work would be
interested in taking a school-based apprentice or trainee please contact me so we
can discuss this further. If you would like to talk more about the Head Start
Program please feel free to give me a call on 0428 998 261 or email:
kelli.hewton@education.vic.gov.au
Thanks, Kelli Hewton | Head Start Coordinator

OUTDOOR EDUCATION CAMP
For our Year 10 Outdoor Education Camp, a group of 11 students, Mr Howells
and Ms Gordon went to Lerderderg Campground on the 16th and 17th of
March. On the first day we completed group activities that focussed on
leadership and teamwork. We put up our tents and set up our campsite. Later
on, that day we cooked dinner using the Trangia stoves and then completed a
scavenger hunt using a compass and directions set out by Ms Gordon and Mr
Howells earlier on that day. Once coming back from the scavenger hunt, we
looked at the stars and took in the serenity. We started a fire for more
warmth then cooked smores. Then the next day we woke up early and went
on a trail walk. After the walk we came back and packed up the campsite
leaving it how we found it with no rubbish around. We returned back to
school and put the tents and Trangia’s away in the shed.
By Taylah and Tash
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ELECTRONIC MUSIC (Expression Of Interest)

El ect r oni c Musi c
I nst r ument al
Lessons

Gisborne Secondary College is now taking expressions of interest for students
who want to learn how to create electronic music, covering topics like:
•

Ambient Music;

•

Soundtrack Music;

•

Game Music Design;

…and developing skills in: performance, composition, theory, and ICT.

Please note:
• Students would be required to supply laptop and software licence fee.
• Normal instrumental Tuition fees will also apply.
• Lesson duration ½ period per week rotational timetable as part of the Instrumental program.
• Students interested please see attached “Expression of Interest” form to be completed by par-

ents. Availability in 2021 will be dependent on numbers.

Any questions please contact:
Gordon Graham
Instrumental Music Coordinator
Gisborne Secondary College
95 Melton Road, Gisborne VIC 3437
gordon.graham@education.vic.gov.au
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VCAL CAMP
Camp 1

20 students and teachers (myself, David Butler and Barb Davis – who was on
transport duty) left GSC for Camp 1. The weather forecast was for fine, sunny
weather, perfect for a trip to the beach. Our first stop was for the Penguin
Parade where students participated in cleaning up the environment and
building sustainability. A quick stop back at Amaze N Things Holiday park, before
heading to Smith’s Beach for surfing
lessons. The waves were kind, with Mr
Butler demonstrating some savvy surf skills.
Students then visited the supermarket
before preparing and cooking a meal. A few
found out the hard way, that nachos needed
an oven to cook.
Early morning for day two, with Ms Davis on
BBQ duty to cook bacon and eggs for a very
hungry group of students. Students were
then asked to reflect on the trip before
heading to Clip n Climb in Cowes. Most
students had an attempt at climbing, with
some heated competition amongst the boys
for heading up the wall in the quickest time
(I think the winner may have been Aiden).
As the warm and sunny weather
continued, we headed to the pier
for a quick ice-cream and relax. On
the way home, we stopped at the
Koala Reserve and Maru Koala and
Animal Park with some interaction
with native animals and minigolf.
A thoroughly enjoyable experience,
thanks to Mr Butler for organising.
Cheers, Lachlan

Respect Achievement Innovation Diversity
Email gisborne.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au Student Absence 5428 0899 Phone 5428 3691

VCAL CAMP
CAMP 2
Last Monday in March the 22nd, half the year 11 VCAL students
left Gisborne Secondary College, bound for Phillip Island. We got
to Phillip Island at around 1pm at the Nature Reserve for a talk
about the environment, the native animals, their threats and what
the rangers and the public do to preserve the environment for the
native animals. Rangers use thermal movement sensor cameras
and dogs that track pests and predators to eradicate feral animals from the
island. We went on a walk with the rangers and removed plant screens from the
shrubs they planted last year and decided where the ideal place would be to
place a camera to monitor the animals.
Next, we got back on the bus and arrived at our campsite that we would be
staying for the night. there were cabins with tiny bathrooms, a little kitchenette
and bunk beds, we had 30 minutes to settle in before boarding the bus again to
head to Smiths Beach for a ‘hands on’ surfing lesson, which to me was the
highlight of camp. I got up on the board and so did many other kids and we all
really enjoyed it, the wetsuits helped, as the weather wasn’t very warm. We
quickly stopped back at the cabins to pick up our money and go to Woolworths
in the local town of Cowes, to buy ourselves ingredients for dinner that we
were to make ourselves. Some students cooked steak, others cooked pasta and
salad.
We had a 30 minute meeting after dinner to reflect upon the day and revise
what we had learnt and discuss how our dinner went. We had lights out at
10:00 as we had to get up early the next day.
At 7am we woke up, had an hour to pack up and clean our cabins. While the
teachers cooked us eggs and bacon. It was then off to clip and climb where we
saw that someone from the previous Gisborne group (Aiden) had entered the
“hall of fame” for a very fast climb, I loved the stairway to heaven and many had a
go at testing their limits. After that we headed back to Smiths Beach to learn about
plastics and what effect it has on the marine ecosystem, we then did a beach cleanup and learnt about the different types of waste that get dumped on the beach. I
felt upset by what effect it had on the animals, but I felt good after
participating in the cleanup and doing my bit.
We then drove out from Phillip Island to the MARU animal park to meet some of
the Australian animals up close, we loved the kangaroos and had the opportunity
to feed them and stroke them. We then started our journey back to school and a
lot of us fell asleep on the bus after such a busy couple of days. The experience was
rewarding, enjoyable and everyone had a lot of fun, thank you to Mr Butler,
Ms Brown, Greg and Anne-Marie for taking us and your patience!!
- Bethany S, Year 11
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SUSTAINABILITY GROUP
Earth Hour 2021
This year Sustainability Group has been promoting Earth Hour!
Every year hundreds of millions of people around the world in more than 7,000 cities in over 190 countries take
part by switching off for 60 minutes as a symbolic gesture of solidarity to show they care about our planet's future.
Activities included a lunchtime viewing of Attenborough’s ‘Life that glows’, a glow in the jar making workshop and
teachers were encouraged to turn the classroom lights off for an hour! Over 60 students participated in these
events and many more students have signed up to the Sustainability Group.

- Courtney & Ayva (Year 12 environment Captains)

Respect Achievement Innovation Diversity
Email gisborne.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au Student Absence 5428 0899 Phone 5428 3691

INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL
On Tuesday 2nd March, thirty of Gisborne Secondary’s best swimmers competed in the Western Ranges
Division swimming carnival.
On a cold and frankly miserable day for swimming, our students did us very proud, finishing fourth
overall in the teams and event.
Some notable individual performances came from Ethan J, Lucas J, and Asher V, who all managed to win
multiple individual events.
All up we will have 16 students competing in the regional round which will be held in Geelong on the
31st March.

GSC CHAPLAINCY COMMITTEE NEWS
Pre Loved Deb Dress Sale - Friday 26th March 7.30pm
We are holding an informal sale of dresses with the option of trying on at the
Uniting Church 23 Brantome St, Gisborne
Those wishing to attend must RSVP gscchaplaincy@gmail.com

NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday 30th March @ 7.30pm at the
Gisborne Uniting Church
Ph: Ann-Maree on 0415 773 402 if you

The Chaplaincy Committee meets regularly to support our Chaplain,
Barb Davis, in her valuable work providing pastoral care for students, staff,
parents and families in the school and the wider community.
New members are always welcome. Year 7 parents are encouraged to join. This is a great way to be involved in the
school that your child attends and to meet other parents and members of the local community.
Due to COVID-19 we were unable to hold our usual fundraising events last year. Hopefully this year we will be able
to hold a movie night, sell sausages at Bunnings or have our breakfast with a guest speaker.
If you would like to make a donation or contribute in any way to our program, please feel free to contact Barb
(through the school) or a committee member.
Donations can be direct deposited to the account:
Gisborne Korus Connect Chaplaincy
BSB 633 000
Account- 179 831 797
Donations are tax deductable, please email gscchaplaincy@gmail.com with the details, and a receipt will be issued if
requested.
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ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
Creative Worker in School
Our Creative Worker in School, Jim Coad has been working with students from Y9-11 to create projection art.
Early experiments have been shown in the hallways at GSC at lunchtime.
Jim is a Castlemaine based artist
who has a unique approach to
projection art. He has worked
extensively with communities in
various parts of Australia
including remote indigenous
communities.
His projection installation works
focus on the use of physical arts
media such as painting, drawing
and movement. He will be
working with various groups of
students in the school for this
semester.
As part of the work that Jim is doing with Gisborne
Secondary College, student artwork will be part of the
Castlemaine Fringe Festival this year!
See their work projected onto the Market building
after dark on Saturday March 27th.

Castlemaine Fringe Festival:
REACTIVATE! A night of sensory & audio pleasure!!
March 27 @ 4:00 pm - 11:59 pm
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BREAKFAST CLUB PROGRAM
Breakfast Club has been launched!
Foodbank supports programs that give students the
opportunity to eat a wholesome, nutritious breakfast on a
regular basis. Having breakfast has been shown to have a
positive impact on factors such as physical and mental
health, social skills, concentration, behaviour, attendance
and academic outcomes.
Gisborne Secondary College is running breakfast club
every Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Starting at 8am and
finishing at 8:50am (just before mentor), Breakfast club is
open to all students attending the College and is located in
Wellbeing.

SCHOOL PRODUCTION
Gisborne Secondary College proudly presents

Mamma Mia
The Smash Hit Musical in 2021.

We are super excited to be back in action! Rehearsal have just began - every Tuesday until
5:30pm. We are ecstatic to announce we are building our very first set! We have partnered
with Mount Players to build a spectacular double story set!
We are looking forward to seeing this spectacular performance come together with the
amazing talent of Gisborne Secondary College students.
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THE VICTORIAN STATE SCHOOLS SPECTACULAR

We are excited to announce that Gisborne Secondary College has been accepted as part of the Mass
Dance and Choir teams for the 2021 Victorian School Spectacular. This event gives Year 7 to 11 students
the opportunity to perform on stage and for a TV-broadcast, to gain hands-on experience in the
performing arts under the guidance of industry professionals.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Gisborne Secondary College Privacy Policy
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student
and parent personal information for standard school
functions or where permitted by law, as stated in
the Schools’ Privacy Policy
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s
collection statement, found on our website:
http://www.gisbornesc.vic.edu.au/download/15/collegedocuments/7055/collection-statement.pdf
For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents.
his information also available in nine community
languages.

Disclaimer
Gisborne Secondary College does not accept
responsibility for the accuracy of claims made or
information contained in the advertisements appearing
in this publication, these advertisements are not
necessarily endorsed by the College.
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Principal Mr Jon Morley, School Council President Ms Samantha Fisher, staff, parents and students of Gisborne Secondary
College and especially The graduating class of 2020.
Thank you for inviting me as a representative of the Australian Defence Force to present the 2020 Long Tan Youth Leadership
and Teamwork and Future Innovator Awards.
Leadership is about relationships and achieving something that is beyond the individual.
During the Battle of Long Tan, Australian soldiers achieved what most people faced with the situation would perceive as an
unachievable outcome.
In August of 1966, 108 Australian men found themselves outnumbered ten to one. They had to continue fighting in difficult
conditions, dealing with monsoonal rain and lost communications.
By working together and with the support of Australian and American artillery they survived against a 1000 strong Battalion of
Viet Cong.
This took loyalty, commitment to each other; courage and bravery in the face of personal harm; no doubt there was some
innovation when resources became low; and there would have been a lot of teamwork.
Professional soldiers trusting one another and working toward a collective purpose - survival.
Leadership is about inspiring a willing commitment from others to strive towards a goal.
I’m here today because good leadership is by no means unique to the Australian Defence Force.
It is on display in everyday life. It can be observed on the sporting field, in the school yard and in the community.
I’d like to recognise Nicole Steward as someone who has demonstrated leadership qualities and values which align with the
Australian Defence Force.
Your school nominated you to receive a Long Tan Youth Leadership and Teamwork Award because you’re a role model who
has set goals and worked with others around you to strive to achieve them.
You have demonstrated an ability to influence others and manage relationships in order to achieve positive outcomes or
common goals.
You have helped others to perform or achieve beyond their expectations; and have demonstrated a propensity to ensure those
around you have a voice and are able to provide input into the way in which collective goals are achieved.
I encourage you to continue to learn from the leaders around you; your teachers, your coaches, your parents, local
representatives. Adopt what they do best and make a note of what you might do differently.
The best leaders show an ability to follow, they consult and engage other leaders around them. They also demonstrate an
ability to engender faith, trust, and respect from those around them.
As students ready to take your place in our society it is never too early to work as part of a team or, indeed, to play a
leadership role within your school, sporting or community groups and so contribute to the development and prosperity of our
nation.

Leadership can be learned and the only way to get better at it is to practice it.
Building Australian leaders is what the Australian Defence Force does. Our training prepares us to make decisions, think
quickly, motivate others, and achieve results. It challenges us but also brings out our best qualities.
I have served in leadership positions on Warlike operations in Afghanistan and the Solomon Islands, where as a
Communications Officer, I was responsible for engineering and managing both strategic and tactical communications in
support of the Australian contribution to the war on terror and the Regional Assistance Mission to the Solomon Islands, and
also here at home on Operation Bushfire assist in 2009 where my communications team was amongst the first on the ground in
the fire ravaged areas around Kinglake and Whittlesea. My team were responsible for providing tactical level communications
in the area to enable first responders and other ADF assets to communicate and render assistance. We also were on hand to
assist with the erection of a great many tents to house those displaced by the fire.
As my story demonstrates, Australian Defence Force members lead and manage and utilise STEM skills from the start of their
careers while undertaking work which makes a real impact in Australia and overseas.
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The ADF is an organisation of ordinary people but together we are able to do some extraordinary things.
Nicole, I congratulate you on commencing your leadership journey and encourage you to continue to set goals and work with
those around you to strive to achieve them.
The ADF Future Innovators Award recognises Australian students who demonstrate motivation and innovation in science,
technology, engineering and mathematics.
The ADF contributes to the nation in many ways, from assisting after natural disasters, contributing to peace keeping,
undertaking border surveillance and protection duties.
Working on and with some of the most technologically advanced equipment in the world.
STEM skills are critical to assist with all elements of Defence’s work, including reasoning, problem solving, application of
rigorous analysis and objective and critical thinking skills.
STEM skills also help you solve real world problems, through critical thinking and problem solving.
On behalf of the Australian Defence Force, I would now like to congratulate Joshua Picking for his “awesome” achievement in
being selected to receive an ADF Future Innovator award.
Joshua, as a Future Innovator you have the potential to make our lives, safer and more exciting, interesting and rewarding.
I encourage you to continue to explore your STEM potential, keep breaking down problems into their component parts, stay
interested in ‘WHY’ things work, happen, are possible!
I wish you all the best for your STEM future.
Thank you also to your school and faculty for helping grow, support and encourage Australia’s emerging leaders and
Innovators.
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